To Stay in Power...
Politicians and Priests Help Each Other
Crowning of King of Nepal...

The politician
can dominate the
people through the
priest very easily.
The priest
possesses the
souls of the people
and the politician
possesses the
bodies of the people.
Both are oppressors,
exploiters.
Both are in the same
business, both are
partners
-Osho
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eligions are good -- many more are needed -- but quarrelling
religions are not religions. The very quarrelling attitude
makes them political. And the priest and the politician have
been in a very subtle conspiracy down the ages -- because the
politician can dominate the people through the priest very easily. The
priest possesses the souls of the people and the politician possesses
the bodies of the people. Both are oppressors, exploiters. Both are in
the same business, both are partners. Both can help each other. The
politician can help the priest because he has temporal power, and the
priest can help the politician because people listen to him, worship
him, take his word as divine.
Do you know, Buddhism did not become a great religion because
of Buddha; it became a great religion because of Emperor Ashoka. It
was not because of Buddha that millions of people became
Buddhists, no. While Buddha was alive, only a few, a few chosen
people were courageous enough to walk with him in his light, to
commune with him. And they were courageous -- because they had
to suffer, they had to suffer much ridicule, opposition, because the
established Hindu church was against this man Buddha.
Buddhism became a world religion not because of Buddha but
because of the emperor Ashoka. When the Buddhist priests joined
hands with Emperor Ashoka, then the religion became a world
religion. The whole of Asia was converted. Now the priests would
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help Ashoka to retain his power,
and Ashoka would help the priests
become more and more powerful.
Christianity became a world
religion not because of Jesus. Jesus
was very alone -- only a few
disciples, twelve disciples, and a
few hundred sympathisers, that's
all. And even those disciples
disappeared when Jesus was being
crucified, and the sympathisers
simply forgot about him; they
stopped talking about the man
because it was dangerous even to
show sympathy.
It is said that the people who
had sympathised with Jesus came
to spit on his face while he was
dying to show the people, "We are
against, we are not for him." To
prove to the people...because this
man is dying -- now they will be in
trouble. They have to live, they still
have to live. They have to give
some proof that they are against
this man.
They denied Jesus while he was
dying. They threw mud, stones,
they spat on his face, just to show
the crowds, "See, isn't this enough
proof that the rumours that you
have heard that we are
sympathisers are absolutely wrong,
unfounded? We are against him as
much as you are -- in fact, we are
more against him than you are."
The enemies were not spitting
on him but the friends. Jesus
became a world force not because
of himself but only when the
Roman emperors and Christian
priests joined hands. Now, this is an
irony. Jesus was crucified by a
Roman emperor - see how history
moves! Pontius Pilate was just a
representative of the Roman power,
of the Roman emperor; he simply
followed the orders from Rome.
Who would ever have thought that
Rome would become the central

Who would ever have thought
that Rome would become the
central place of Christianity? Who
would ever have thought while
Jesus was being crucified that Rome
would be the residence of the Pope?
But that's how it happened. When
priests joined hands with Emperor
Constantine and other Roman
emperors, Christianity became a
world force.
Christianity, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Jainism -- they have all
depended on politics. They are not
true religions any more but political
games being played in the name of
religion.
I would like the world to have
many more religions, so many that
each individual has his own
religion -- then no priest will be
needed. That is the only way to
drop the priests. If you have your
own religion, no priest is needed -you are the priest and you are the
follower and you are everything.
You have to listen to your inner
voice. Buddha says: Follow your
own nature; there is no need for
anybody to intercede on your
behalf.
But I am not in favour of
creating one religion; enough of
that nonsense! In the past we have
been trying to do that: make one
religion so that quarrelling can stop.
But it is not possible. Even if you
can enforce one religion, if the
whole world becomes Christian,
then again there will be Protestants
and Catholics and a thousand and
one sects. And the same game will
start again: people will start
quarrelling -- because their needs
are different, their understandings
are different.
I have heard:
A beautiful young woman came

home from London. She
belonged to a small village, was
from a Catholic family. After after
three or four years of living in
London, she had become very rich;
she came back to see her parents.
The mother could not believe her
eyes. She asked, "How did you
manage? You have become so rich such beautiful clothes, a diamond
ring, a beautiful car!"
And the girl said, "Mother, I
have become a prostitute."
Just hearing this, the mother
fainted, became unconscious. When
she came back, she asked again,
"What did you say?"
The girl said, "Mother, I said I
have become a prostitute."
And the mother started
laughing and she said, "I
misunderstood you -- I thought you
said you had become a Protestant."
To be a prostitute is fine, but to
become a Protestant...? The same
quarrelling will start. Even small
religions -- for example, Jainism,
one of the smallest religions in the
world -- have so many sects, sects
within sects. In fact, we have not yet
become aware of the great necessity
that each individual needs his own
version of God, and each individual
has his own way of approaching
God.
People have different
understandings, different ways of
looking at things, different
interpretations. And they have to be
allowed this freedom.
- Osho
The Dhammapada: The Way of the
Buddha, Vol-1.
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