Priests and Politicians
Want You to Become

Martyrs

Only the
present
moment is all
that you have.
Use it
intelligently,
don't be
deceived by
anybody
-Osho

T

he politician lives, exploits, in the name of the future. The
present is ugly, miserable, horrible. He creates imaginary
goals, utopias -- very beautifully he decorates them, he makes
them very colourful -- and you become enchanted, so you don't look
around yourself. It is ugly, it is horrible, it is miserable -- within,
without. You are simply tears and nothing else, only anguish, hell.
But they say 'You shall. Look forward. That great day is coming.' The
politician lives on it and the priest lives on it. And the politician and
the priest are not very separate: they are partners in the same
business. The business is not to allow man to be here-now, because
once a man is here-now, he's so happy that he won't listen to any
politician and he won't listen to any priest.
If man is allowed to be here-now, he will be so peaceful and so
restful that he will not bother about any heaven. He has achieved it -who bothers about your paradise? Your paradise seems meaningful
because man is miserable. For the paradise to remain meaningful
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man has to remain miserable.
And because of the paradise the
priest exists, because he will show
you the way, he holds the key, he
has a direct line to God. You don't
have, so you have to persuade and
bribe the priest so that he will take
care of your interests and persuade
God that you should be given
happiness. You have suffered
enough and you

The priest and
the politician
want you to
become martyrs,
and martyrs are
not good people
because they are
very angry
people. They
have missed
their life, they
are bound to be
angry -- it is
natural. You
have forced
them to destroy
their life
-Osho
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have suffered very righteously;
you have sacrificed all -- for the
religion, for the country, for
humanity. 'Sacrifice for anything,
but sacrifice!' that is their slogan.
Anything will do, any nonsensical
ideal will do... but sacrifice.
Old ideals are dropped because
they become rotten and man
becomes fed up with them. Then
new ideals are invented, then
sacrifice for them -- that's what has
happened down the ages. Only
ideals change, but the sacrifice
continues. Sometimes it is God you
have to sacrifice for. The Muslim
priest keeps saying that if you die
on the field fighting for your
religion, your paradise is absolutely
certain. So die courageously,
knowing well that you will be
received well in heaven. The
Communist says that if you are
dying for the revolution you are
great. Your name will resound
down the ages, you will be
remembered as a martyr; you will
be respected. But do one thing:
don't live, sacrifice.
A very absurd situation. The
parents go on sacrificing for you;
the father, the mother sacrifice for
you. They say 'I am sacrificing for
my children.' Naturally they take
revenge, because when the mother
sacrifices for the child she is
destroying her own life. She will
take revenge. She will say again
and again, she will make it clear to
you repeatedly 'I have sacrificed for
you. Know well, remember well,
that I sacrificed my life, my youth -everything for you.' And she will
try to persuade you 'You also do the
same for your children.' So you will
sacrifice for your children, and then
you will persuade them that they
do the same with their children... so
neration sacrifices for another, and
if you don't sacrifice, then you
become disrespectful. Nobody

nobody ever lives. One
generation sacrifices for another,
and if you don't sacrifice, then you
become disrespectful. Nobody
respects you, then you are a
criminal. If you don't sacrifice for
others they say, 'What are you
doing? You are not a good man,
you are immoral. Sacrifice is good.
To live for oneself is selfish.' Just
look at what these people have
been doing: to be happy is selfish,
to sacrifice is good. And by
sacrificing you will be unhappy and
an unhappy man creates
unhappiness around. And an
unhappy man will take revenge -he can never forgive; his life has
been destroyed. They say that the
wife has to sacrifice for the husband
and the husband has to sacrifice for
the wife. For what? Both sacrifice,
so both miss life.
I teach you pure selfishness.
Never sacrifice for anybody. Just
live your life authentically and then
you will never take revenge on
anybody and you will never have
any grudge against anybody. And a
man who has no grudge against
anybody is a loving man;
compassionate, kind, sharing. And
a man who has no grudge against
anybody -- against his children,
husband, wife, is tremendously
beautiful. He creates a milieu of
happiness around himself.
Whoever comes into his milieu
shares his happiness.
Be selfish.
Just look at these trees. No tree
is trying to sacrifice for another
tree, hence they are green. If they
start sacrificing, no tree will be
green and no tree will ever flower.
Look at the stars. They are very
selfish -- they shine for themselves;
they don't sacrifice. Otherwise, the
whole existence would become

The politician lives, exploits, in the name of the future. The present is ugly,
miserable, horrible. He creates imaginary goals, utopias -- very beautifully
he decorates them, he makes them very colourful -- and you become
enchanted, so you don't look around yourself -Osho

ugly and dark. Selfishness is
natural. And the self that I am
teaching you is what Tao is: your
nature. Listen to it, follow it. Your
nature is saying to you, 'Be happy.'
If this Tzu Kung had asked Lao
Tzu, he would have said 'Great
congratulations. You are tired of
study? Very good. So drop all
thinking, now meditate. You want
rest? It is possible right now.' Lao
Tzu would not say, 'You shall.' The
future is meaningless, it is a trick -a trick to console you, that though
you don't have right now, but you
shall. You can hope, and through
hope you can poison your whole
being.
The priest and the politician
want you to become martyrs, and

martyrs are not good people
because they are very angry people.
They have missed their life, they are
bound to be angry -- it is natural.
You have forced them to destroy
their life, you have persuaded them,
you have bribed them, to destroy
their life -- how can they be happy?
And how can they ever be able to
forgive you? Impossible.
Live for yourself and you will
live for everybody else, but it is not
a sacrifice. Live for yourself. Be
really authentically selfish -- that is
the way of nature. You take care of
your happiness, your rest, your life,
and you will be simply surprised
that when you are happy, you help
others to be happy because you
understand by and by, that if others

are happy you will be more
happy. Happiness can exist only in
an ocean of happiness. It cannot
exist alone.
Remember the logic, the deep
logic, of selfishness. Happiness
cannot exist like an island, no. If
everybody were unhappy here,
then it would be very difficult for
you to be happy -- almost
impossible, because this ocean of
unhappiness all around would keep
crashing on your shores. The
misery all around you would affect
you; it would penetrate your being.
So a happy person by and by comes
to understand the basic, the
fundamental law that: If I want to
be happy, it is good to make people
happy around me. But he is not hy
did he smile when nobody is

MAY 2008

25

serving others, remember. He is
not sacrificing. He is simply selfish.
He wants to smile, he helps you to
smile too, because a single smile
cannot exist; it will look very
absurd. Just think: you are sitting
here, only one person smiles and all
are serious. He will look a slightly
embarrassed, he will start feeling
guilty: Why did he smile when
nobody is smiling? Something has
gone wrong. He should be more
careful next time; he will think. No,
when you all laugh then it is very
simple to laugh; the whole creates
the possibility of laughter. We
depend on the whole, we are part of
the whole.
By being happy you create a
possibility for others to be happy.
And this is real service -- this is not
sacrifice at all; you are not
becoming a martyr. The mother is
happy, that's why she loves the
child. She is so happy that she
wants to share her happiness with
the child. She will never have any
grudge. In fact, she will feel grateful
to the child that because of the child
she had many beautiful moments.
She will always feel grateful to the
child. 'Because you came to me,
because you chose me to be your
mother, you chose my womb, you
have made me so happy, you have
given me such beautiful moments
which would not have been
possible without you, I am grateful.'
And the child will feel grateful to
such a mother who is grateful to
him, and he will never be against
the mother -- it will be very
difficult. Ordinarily. I never come
across a person who is not against
the mother or against the father. It
is very rare.
Gurdjieff used to say to his
disciples: 'Unless you have forgiven

your fathers and mothers, you
cannot grow.' You will say: 'What
nonsense! What is he saying?'
"Unless you forgive...."' He had it
written on his door: Unless you
forgive your fathers and mothers
don't enter here. But nobody has
been able to forgive their father and
mother because the father and
mother have sacrificed too much.
The father and mother have

By being happy
you create a
possibility for
others to be happy.
And this is real
service -- this is not
sacrifice at all; you
are not becoming a
martyr. The mother
is happy, that's why
she loves the child.
She is so happy
that she wants to
share her happiness
with the child,
-Osho

been so miserable because of the
children. And they keep saying
how much they have suffered. No
mother says, 'How much I have
enjoyed your being my child.' No
father says, 'By coming to our
house you have brought light to us,
love to us, God to us.' Then the
children would be able not only to
forgive, they would be able to love,
they would be able to be grateful.
Once Tao is understood, the
whole business of psychoanalysis
will disappear, because the whole
business of psychoanalysis depends
on the fact that you cannot forgive
your mother and your father. Lying
on the couch of a psychoanalyst,
what do you do? You just rage
against your mother and your
father. What do you do in primal
therapy? Janov will be meaningless
if Tao is understood. What do you
do when you kick and scream in
Primal Therapy? Whom are you
kicking? Your mother and father.
Whom are you screaming at? Your
mother and your father.
If you listen to a patient on the
psychiatrist's couch, all that he talks
about is ninety per cent concerned
with his mother. 'Mother' seems to
be the problem. It is, but the reason
is that the politician and the priest
have contaminated the mind of
humanity. They always say, 'You
shall. Look forward. You will be
happy in the future.'
Only the present moment is all
that you have. Use it intelligently,
don't be deceived by anybody.
- Osho
Tao: The Pathless Path,
Vol-1, Ch 7
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