Priests & Politicians

How They Exploited Man

Down the Ages
Make man afraid, unworthy, guilty.

I am here to help
you unburden all
your guilt feelings.
I am here to help
you to start trusting
yourself again.
Once you start
trusting your own
being, no politician,
no priest can
exploit you. Man is
always exploited
through fear
-Osho
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hy have the religions been life-negative in the past? In the
name of religion man has been exploited -- exploited by
the priest and by the politician. And the priest and the
politician have been in deep conspiracy against man. The only way to
exploit man is to make him afraid. Once a man is full of fear he is
prepared to submit. Once a man is trembling inside, he loses trust in
himself. Then he is ready to believe in any stupid nonsense. You
cannot make a man believe in nonsense if he has self-trust.
Remember, that's how man has been exploited down the ages.
This is the very trade secret of the so-called religions: make man
afraid, make man feel unworthy, make man feel guilty, make man feel
that he is just on the verge of hell.
How to make man so afraid? The only way is: condemn life,
condemn whatever is natural. Condemn sex because it is the
fundamental of life; condemn food because that is the second
fundamental of life; condemn relationship, family, friendship, because
that is the third fundamental of life -- and go on condemning.
Whatever is natural to man, condemn it, say it is wrong: "If you do it
you will suffer for it. If you don't do it you will be rewarded. Hell is
going to descend on you if you go on living naturally" -- that is the
message of the whole past -- "and heaven will be given to you if you

go against life." That means if
you are suicidal, only then will God
accept you. If you slowly commit
suicide in the senses, in the body, in
the mind, in the heart, and you go
on destroying yourself, the more
you succeed in destroying yourself,
the more you will become beloved
to God. This has been the whole
teaching of the religions in the past.
This has contaminated man's being,
poisoned man. These poisoners
have exploited man tremendously
out of it. These religions of the past
were death-oriented, not lifeoriented.
What I am heralding is a lifeoriented vision: love life in its
multidimensionality because that is
the only way to reach closer and
closer to the ultimate truth. The
ultimate truth is not far away; it is
hidden in the immediate. The
immediate is the ultimate, the
immanent is the transcendent. God
is not there but here. God is not that
but this. And you are not unworthy,
and you are not a sinner.
I am here to help you unburden
all your guilt feelings. I am here to
help you to start trusting yourself
again. Once you start trusting your
own being, no politician, no priest

can exploit you. Man is always
exploited through fear.
I have heard...
Once Mulla Nasruddin got lost
in a jungle. The whole day he tried
to find a way out, but he could not - tired, hungry, exhausted, bleeding,
his clothes torn apart because the
jungle was really thick and thorny.
And it was getting darker, the sun
was setting and the night was just
about to come.
He's an atheist, a confirmed
atheist who had never prayed. But
with the situation -- the fear of the
night and the wild animals -- for
the first time in his life he thought
of God. He forgot all his arguments
that he used to give against God.
He knelt down on the ground and
he said, "Dear Lord...." although he
looked around, a little embarrassed,
knowing perfectly well that there
was nobody, but still embarrassed -the whole life's philosophy of
atheism! But when fear knocks on
the doors and when death is so
close by, who bothers about logic,
philosophies, isms? Who bothers
about reason, argument? "Dear
Lord," he said, "please help me get
out of these woods, and I will
always worship you. I will even
start going to the mosque. I will
follow all the rituals of Islam. I

start going to the mosque. I will
follow all the rituals of Islam. I
promise you! Just save me. Forgive
me. I apologise for all the things
that I have been saying against you.
I was a fool, an utter fool. Now I
know you are."
Just at that moment a bird
passed overhead and dropped
something right on his outspread
hands. "Please Lord, don't give me
any of that shit. I'm really lost!"
When a man is in fear, even
though he has been a lifelong
atheist, he starts turning into a
theist. Priests came to know about
it, and then they used it down the
ages. The whole past of humanity is
fear ridden.
And the greatest way to create
fear is to make man feel guilty
about natural things. He cannot
drop them, and he cannot enjoy
them because of the fear of hell, so
he is in a double bind. That double
bind is the base of man's
exploitation. You cannot just drop
your sexuality because some stupid
priest is saying that it is wrong. It
has nothing to do with your idea of
right and wrong; it is something
natural, something in the very
being. You have come out of it, each
of your cells is a sexual cell. Just by
saying, you cannot drop it. Yes, you
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I teach you celebration. Celebration is my key - Osho
of your cells is a sexual cell. Just
by saying, you cannot drop it. Yes,
you can start repressing it, and by
repressing you can go on
accumulating it in the unconscious,
and that becomes a wound. And the
more you repress, the more
obsessed you become with it. And
the more obsessed you become, the
more guilty you feel. It is a vicious
circle. Now you are caught in the
trap of the priest.
And the priest himself has never
believed in it, neither has the
politician ever believed in it. These
things were for the people, for the
masses; the masses have been
befooled.
The stories say that kings used
to have hundreds of wives, and so
was the case with priests. And it is a
miracle: the people continued to
believe in these charlatans.
Just in this century, just fifty
years ago, the Nizam of Hyderabad
had five hundred wives and was
still considered to be a very
religious man because he followed
all the rituals. The priest and the
politician have both been doing all
that they have been telling the
people not to do, sometimes openly,
sometimes from the back door.
I have heard...
There is an old saying, "Fool me
once, shame on you. Fool me twice,
shame on me."
But the priests have been fooling
you down the ages, and they have
fooled you so long that it is now
almost an accepted phenomenon. It
has been so ancient that we take it
for granted; nobody thinks that
they are being fooled.
It reminds me of a church a

16

OSHO WORLD

friend of mine went to which
runs raffles. Once a year they get
three automobiles, and they put
them up in front of the church, and
they sell the chances. Last year they
raffled off a Cadillac, a Mercury,
and a Plymouth. Three days after
the raffle the pastor was walking
down the street, and he bumped
into my friend coming out of a
thirst parlour.
My friend looked at him and

The stories say that
kings used to have
hundreds of wives,
and so was the case
with priests. And it
is a miracle: the
people continued
to believe in these
charlatans

said, "Can you tell me who won the
automobiles? Who won the
Cadillac?"
And the priest said, "Why, the
Cardinal did. Wasn't he lucky?"
And my friend said, "Who won the
Mercury?"
"Why, the Monsignor did.
Wasn't he lucky?"
And my friend said, "Well, tell
me, who won the Plymouth?" And
the priest said, "Why, Father
Murphy. Wasn't he lucky?"
At that moment my friend
started to go back in and get
another drink. The priest grabbed
him and said, "By the way, how
many tickets did you buy?"

many tickets did you buy?"
And my friend said, "I didn't
buy a damned one! Wasn't I lucky?"
The priests have tremendously
harmed the human heart, human
consciousness. They have put this
poisonous idea in man that life is
something ugly. They have been
teaching people how to get rid of
life. I teach my people how to get
deeper into it. They have been
teaching how to be free of life. I
teach how to make your life free.
They have been teaching how to
end this life, and I am teaching you
how to move into it for eternity, on
and on, how to live life abundantly.
Hence the controversy; it is bound
to be there. My vision is just the
opposite to what has been taught in
the name of religion.
I am bringing a new vision of
religion to the world. This is the
boldest attempt ever made: to
accept life in its multidimensions, to
enjoy it, to celebrate it, to rejoice in
it. Renunciation is not my way, but
rejoicing. Fasting is not my way, but
feasting. And to be festive is to be
religious. My definition of religion
is the festive dimension.
No other animal can be festive;
no other animal knows anything
about festivals. Porpoises can play,
chimpanzees can play; only man
celebrates. Celebration is the
highest growth of consciousness,
expression, manifestation,
flowering of the Golden Flower.
I teach you celebration.
Celebration is my key.
-Osho
The Secret of Secrets, Vol-2, Ch 15.

